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Tonight’s Meeting – Primary Objectives

Issue 1:  Safety along Wayne Avenue (Fenton to Sligo Creek)
Suggested action steps:
• Reactivate Speed cameras along Wayne
• Install Hawk Beacons at non-signalized intersections on Wayne between Fenton St and Sligo Creek
• Give pedestrians first priority at the Wayne/Sligo Creek Parkway intersection

Issue 2:  Dale/Wayne Intersection and SCES/SSIMS school-crossing
Suggested action steps:
• Implement pedestrian safety tips suggested by school crossing guard
• Have the county’s Safe Routes to School division conduct a “safety audit” of the catchment area 

for Sligo Creek/SSIMS schools
• Fix flashing school sign on Dale Drive at Fleetwood 

Issue 3:  Speeding along Dale Drive (Mansfield-to-Fleetwood-to-Harford)
Suggested action steps:
• Install an all-way stop at Dale and Mansfield
• 25 mph speed limit on Dale Drive 
• Install traffic-calming mechanisms on Dale Drive midway between Hartford and Fleetwood



Residential Wayne Ave:
Deceptively steep + 
three blind curves

Fenton to Sligo Creek is a 120-foot 
drop in elevation in ½ of a mile.  The 
slope of the road, in combination 
with little to no speed enforcement, 
makes for chronic safety concerns, 
particularly in the school zone. 



25 mph Speed Limit:
“Honor System” Not Realistic

• All drivers heading eastbound on Wayne Avenue toward Sligo 
Creek know that it is impossible to drive the speed limit unless 
one engages the brakes the entire length downhill. 

• Without enforcement, drivers speed with impunity at all hours 
of the day, as Mac Steele’s video with radar gun data shows.

YouTube video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXaAu7RYSvE&t=57s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXaAu7RYSvE&t=57s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PXaAu7RYSvE&t=57s


Drivers Unable to Drive Above 25 mph Safely on 
Wayne Ave – as county crash data shows

top 5?



“For those still on the road and involved in a crash, there was a 
noticeable increase in speeding, impaired, and unbuckled drivers.  
The increase in risky behavior was observed nationwide.  As a result, 
fatalities were up 34% in Montgomery County compared to the prior 
4-year average.”  

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/Resources/Files/2021-03-25_2020_Crash_Data_Update.pdf

Source:  Vision Zero – Montgomery County

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/visionzero/Resources/Files/2021-03-25_2020_Crash_Data_Update.pdf


Input & Suggestions from School Crossing Guards

Issues

• Speeding

• Distracted and absent-minded drivers

• Insufficient signage on Dale and Wayne (speed limit, school zone, etc)

• Insufficient roadway markings on Dale and Wayne (faded crosswalks)

• Metal plates on the road and sidewalks during construction make for slippery surfaces

• Children standing too close to the curb (and therefore to traffic) when waiting to cross

• Elementary school students and parents jaywalking on Dale

• Unpredictability of elementary school kids

Necessary Improvements 

• Warning system: enhanced signage (School Zone, Children Crossing, Slow, etc.) and lights that blink during arrival/dismissal

• Signage and lights should be installed in advance of the intersection on all four sides (e.g., Oakland Terrace Elementary)

• Install speed and red-light cameras on all four sides of the intersection.

• Paint lines on the sidewalk (Stand Back, etc.), esp. near the corners, so that children do not stand to close to the curb. 

• Repaint crosswalks

Kelly McCullough, Interviews with Crossing Guards, November 2021

Did You Know?
Crossing guards are hired by MCPD, not MCPS.



Sidewalks Adjacent to Roadway:  
Not Just a “South Side” Problem

Southwest corner of 
Wayne Avenue & 

Sligo Creek Parkway 
looking uphill Northwest corner of 

Wayne Avenue & 
Sligo Creek Parkway 

looking uphill

Blind curve #1

Caution:  
Sidewalk 
narrows 
just beyond 
the bridge









Safety Hot Spot:
Wayne Avenue crosswalk opposite the -

retirement community at Springvale Terrace

On Tuesday, May 21, 2019, there was a 
brazen incident that involved Mac Steele
And his entire family in the middle of this 
pedestrian crossing



Takoma Park Middle School
7611 Piney Branch Rd.

Speed cameras to enforce
30 mph speed limit 

New 4-way stop at 
Piney Branch & Ritchie
to help calm traffic on 

MD Rt. 320

Proactive Safety 
Measures Employed in 
Nearby School Zones

Speed camera 



Radar speed sign 
to help enforce
25 mph speed limit

15 mph speed limit 
flashing sign on Dahlia St 

near its intersection
with Piney Branch Rd

Takoma Park (DC) Elementary School
7010 Piney Branch Rd.

HAWK Beacons 
(High-intensity Activated crossWalK) at 

pedestrian crossings on both sides of Dahlia St



15 mph speed limit 
flashing sign on MD Rt. 410 

near the school
HAWK Beacon 

(High-intensity Activated crossWalK) 
at pedestrian crossing on MD Rt. 410

Flashing lights on both sides of MD Rt. 410

Takoma Park (MD) Elementary School
7511 Holly Ave. (along MD Rt. 410)

All-way stop at Holly Ave
helps calm traffic on MD Rt. 410



Piney Branch Elementary School
7510 Maple Ave. (Takoma Park, MD)

HAWK Beacon 
(High-intensity Activated crossWalK) at 

pedestrian crossing near the school

15 mph speed limit 
flashing sign on Maple Ave 

approaching the school

All-way stops at Sherman Avenue, 
Ritchie Avenue, Lincoln Avenue, 

and Sligo Creek Parkway
helps calm traffic on Maple Avenue



Speed cameras in continuous operation
to enforce 25 mph speed limit on 
Brookville Road near Linden Lane
in the school zone adjacent to 
Yeshiva of Greater Washington

Speed cameras are also 
in continuous operation
on Colesville Road near 
Greyrock Drive



Given Wayne Avenue’s steep, serpentine roadway and
lack of consistent traffic enforcement – with noticeably
fewer MCPD vehicles in the neighborhood since the
relocation of District 3 from Sligo Avenue to White Oak –
reactivation of the speed cameras on Wayne (on either
side of Dale Drive) is warranted due to the chronic safety
concerns along the school corridor that require attention.



Safety Hot Spot:
Wayne Ave & Sligo Creek Parkway

Very intimidating for pedestrians to 
enter this busy intersection on foot 
during peak travel time after motorists 
have already been allowed to proceed 
on left-turn arrow – walkers and 
bicyclists in the crosswalk are “in the 
way” of often hostile motorists 
determined to turn onto Wayne Ave 
from either direction 

Safety Improvement:  Give first 
priority to pedestrians by activating a 
four-way red light at the beginning of 
each cycle - as is done on Fenton St at 
Ellsworth Dr - for a sufficient period of 
time to allow pedestrians to cross.



Safety Hot Spot:
Wayne Ave & Mansfield Rd

Safety Hot Spot:
Wayne Ave & Springvale Rd

Safety Improvement:  Give pedestrian crossings on Wayne Ave 
more “teeth” by installing HAWK Beacons (High-intensity Activated 
crossWalK) - as has been done on Dale Dr at Dartmouth Ave - at 
Mansfield, Springvale, and St. Michael’s Church.  Otherwise, the 
only safe crossings on Wayne are at signalized intersections.



Unsafe Routes to School: Children Walking Next to Machines & Pits

Thursday, November 18 2021, 9:15 am
Dale Drive approaching the 
intersection of Wayne.  Sidewalk 
obstructed and children, parents, and 
others have to walk right next to 
heavy construction work and pit.  
Very tight squeeze for strollers.



Unsafe Routes to School: Obstructed Sidewalks and Other Hazards

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 9:10 am. Dale Drive near 
the intersection of Wayne, from southeast corner. 
Water hose stretching across road and sidewalk. Hose 
moved every time a vehicle drove over it. Crossing 
guard feels fortunate that no one has tripped so far.  

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 9:00am. Dale Drive near 
the intersection of Wayne, view from southeast side. 
Cones blocking sidewalk on a Dale Drive. Manhole 
cover not fully closed. No safe sidewalk access for the 
many parents with strollers. Must go in roadway. 



Unsafe Routes to School: Intersection of Dale Dr. and Wayne Ave.

Thursday, December 9, 2021 9:15 am
Sligo Creek Elementary School drop-off, 
from the north side of the intersection.

-Loud, chaotic construction

-Unpredictable traffic patterns

-Heavy equipment in the median forcing 
traffic too close to the curb

-Machinery operating next to the sidewalk in 
close proximity to children 



School Pick-Up: A Problem for SCES and SSIMS, too

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 
3:07 pm.  SSIMS pick-up.
Dale Drive approaching the 
intersection of Wayne Ave. 
Construction in the 
roadway and altered traffic 
patterns causing 
congestion, confusion, and 
delay.  



Purple Line Construction on Wayne Ave:
Need for Additional Public Outreach During the School Year

• School family reported an unsafe situation on Wayne Ave just west of Dale Dr on Monday, December 13, 2021.

“Another SCES parent and neighborhood resident 
(over on Dartmouth and Cedar) spoke with me
this morning and just sent these photos. 
Kids and parents had to cross the middle of 
Wayne Avenue.  This happened this morning at 
9 am.”

Kelly McCullough relayed the following 
information via email:



Matt Engel – local resident and development/construction professional –
weighs in :

“I am a supporter of the Purple Line, and I understand the complexity of 
the utility relocation work at Wayne and Dale. That said:

1. The performance of the subcontractor (DCI) on maintaining safe 
pedestrian access around the school area and on Wayne has been 
abysmal.

2. Examples of this include:  closed sidewalks, sloppily patched steel 
plates with lumpy wet asphalt, open holes in stormwater structures and 
disintegrating storm structures up and down Wayne (see Wayne and 
Cedar for one that is about to collapse), poorly assembled signage with 
unsafe settings in the ground (see earlier emails about sign bases jutting 
out into sidewalk), workers crowding the sidewalk during ‘walk to school 
hours,’ workers smoking cigarettes while working on a gas line!

3.  My suggestion is to assign someone above DCI to inspect the stretch 
of Wayne between Fenton and Dale and act as a accountability contact 
for DCI.”



Utility Poles in the Middle of the Sidewalk on Wayne

Note:   images that show, in sequential order, the 11 or 
so utility poles on the south side of Wayne Avenue 
between Springvale Rd. and St. Michael’s Church 

#1

#2

#3 #4 #5

#6
#7

#8 #9
#10

#11

2019 UPDATE:  Utility poles are scheduled for 
removal due to ADA compliance requirements .
Question:   Expected removal date?



Wayne Ave

Mansfield Rd

Residents who live near Wayne will tell you
that many incidents go unreported, however



Pedestrian Safety in the School Zone Cannot Consider Wayne Ave in Isolation:
Need for Reducing Speed on Dale Drive Between Piney Branch & Wayne

Dale Drive, like Wayne Avenue, is steep and serpentine with blind curves 
and even poorer sight lines.  Both roads seem to invite speeding due to 
steepness of elevation.

Dale Drive at Deerfield Avenue –
Looking uphill toward Mansfield Rd.

Just like the sign says, serpentine –
Looking downhill toward Fleetwood;
Drivers often exceed 20 mph.



Vehicles that travel above 25 mph are a safety risk 
for residents attempting to cross Dale safely --
even at striped crossings – as they often appear 
to “come out of nowhere” around a blind curve.  

Pedestrian Safety in the School Zone Cannot Consider Wayne Ave in Isolation:
Need for Reducing Speed on Dale Drive Between Piney Branch & Wayne



The community has long advocated for an all-way 

stop at Dale and Mansfield.  Residents in the 200 

block of Dale Drive have reported numerous 

accidents in this vicinity due to excess speed.  

Without additional safety mechanisms to slow 

down vehicles on Dale Drive heading toward and 

away from Mansfield, an all-way stop at Dale & 

Mansfield is warranted.

Pedestrian Safety in the School Zone Cannot Consider Wayne Ave in Isolation:
Need for Reducing Speed on Dale Drive Between Piney Branch & Wayne



1. Dale and Thayer at 0.0 miles
(south side of intersection)
Photo enforced?  No.

2. Dale and Thayer at 0.0 miles 
(north side of intersection)

3. Dale and Hartford at 0.1 miles

What’s the Speed Limit?  Six Signs in .5 miles on Dale Drive 
(between Piney Branch and Mansfield/Deerfield)



4. Dale and Gavelston at 0.2 miles
Photo enforced?  No

5. Dale and Fleetwood at 0.4 miles
School zone: 25 when flashing 
Light is broken or non-operational.

6. Dale between Mansfield &
Deerfield at 0.5 miles

What’s the Speed Limit?  Six Signs in .5 miles on Dale Drive 
(between Piney Branch and Mansfield/Deerfield)



Proactive Efforts to Keep Vehicles at 25 mph in a School Zone:
Flower Avenue between Carroll Avenue and Piney Branch Rd

Despite the relatively flat terrain and mostly straight roadway, safety improvements have been made on Flower Ave 
between Carroll Ave & Piney Branch Rd – along the Adventist University corridor – including three new all-way stop signs



Proactive Efforts to Calm Traffic and Allow Walkers/Bicyclists Greater Access:
Traffic Roundabout on Silver Spring Avenue at Grove Street



Proactive Efforts to Calm Traffic and Allow Walkers/Bicyclists Greater Access:
13th Street DC between Piney Branch Rd & Arkansas Ave. NW

Improvements in this 
stretch of roadway include
the installation of all-way 
stop signs, as well as 
radar speed signs 
near Arkansas Ave.



Wayne Avenue (SHA) vs. Dale Drive & nearby streets (MoCo):
Coordination between State and County Agencies

Q1:  Will Montgomery County’s Safe Routes to School 
Division conduct a “safety audit” of the streets in the 
catchment area for Sligo Creek Elementary and Silver 
Spring International Middle Schools?

Q2:  Given the amount of Purple Line funding at the 
Federal level, can federal funding help pay for safety 
improvements for which there are insufficient funds 
at the county and/or state level?

Q3:  Given the unclear chain of accountability, who 
can residents contact at SHA and/or MTA with regard 
to safety issues in and around the school zone caused 
by Purple Line contractors?



The community is asking that the following action steps be taken:

• Reactivate the speed cameras on Wayne Avenue that sit on either side of Dale

• Install Hawk Beacons at non-signalized intersections on Wayne between Fenton St 
and Sligo Creek

• Give pedestrians first priority at the Wayne/Sligo Creek Parkway intersection

• Install an all-way stop at Dale and Mansfield

• 25 mph speed limit on Dale Drive

• Fix flashing school sign on Dale Drive at Fleetwood

• Install traffic-calming mechanism on Dale between Hartford and Fleetwood

• Implement pedestrian safety tips suggested by school crossing guard

• Have the county’s Safe Routes to School division conduct a “safety audit” of the 
catchment area for Sligo Creek/SSIMS schools

In Summary:  Investments in Safety

Can Purple Line construction be
delayed until after morning drop-off?
Similarly, can construction be delayed

during afternoon pick-up time?


